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WASHINGTON, Oct. 19--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following developments in world 
agriculture and trade: 


EC TRADE NOTES 


The Government of FRANCE has announced a temporary import quota of 
50,000 metric tons for table stock potatoes (excluding early potatoes) for 
shipments from non-European Community countries for the period from September 
17 to December 31, 1983. The quota will permit shipments to enter without 
conforming to EC minimum import prices and will allow a maximum of 20,000 tons 
to be imported from Eastern Europe. Importers are required to obtain a 
license from French Customs for quota shipments. Imports from non-EC 
countries would be subject to a duty of 18 percent ad valorem. 


The easing of import restrictions apparently is the result of a poor 
EC potato crop this year because of unfavorable growing conditions. The 1983 
French production of table stock potatoes (excluding early potatoes) is 
estimated to be 18 percent below the 1982 harvest of 4.7 million tons. During 


the period July 1 to December 31, 1982, only 2,500 tons of table stock 


potatoes were imported from non-EC countries, and these shipments were 
regulated by an EC provision requiring that a minimum import price be assured. 


GRAIN AND FEED 


Total 1983/84 grain production in SPAIN is estimated at 13.3 million 
tons, marginally above last year's harvest, according to the U.S. Agricultural 
Counselor in Madrid. Although unfavorable weather affected the yields of both 
winter and spring grains, spring-sown crops, particularly corn, were more 
severely affected by the hot, dry summer conditions. Wheat, primarily a 
winter grain, is estimated at 4.35 million tons about the same as last year's 
outturn. Barley, also primarily a winter grain, is forecast at 6.38 million 
tons, up 21 percent from last year's drought-reduced crop. The corn crop is 
estimated at 1.5 million tons, a decrease of 36 percent from last year's 
harvest. Other grains--including oats, rye, sorghum, and rice--are estimated 
at 1.07 million tons, down 11 percent from last year's outturn. 
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COTTON AND FIBERS 


In JAPAN, imports of raw cotton totaled slightly over 3.1 million 
bales in 1982/83, a decrease of 364,000 bales from 1981/82. Japanese imports 
in 1983/84 are now estimated at 3.2 million bales. The United States remained 
the largest supplier to the Japanese market in 1982/83, exporting 1.3 million 
bales or 42 percent of total Japanese imports. Other major suppliers included 
Australia, the Soviet Union, and Pakistan. Shortfalls in Mexican and Soviet 
production permitted Australia to increase exports to Japan to 400,000 bales, 
up 107,000 from 1981/82. With the Soviet Union halting exports to Japan 
during the second half of 1982/83, Soviet exports dropped 83,000 bales to 
308,000. Pakistani exports to Japan increased by 28,000 bales to 171,000. 

The Pakistani government strongly promotes exports of raw cotton and yarn to 
Japan as a means to improve its serious trade imbalance. 


TOBACCO 


In HONG KONG, tobacco firms announced retail cigarette price 
increases of up to HK$1.00 a pack, effective September 29, 1983. Reasons for 
the price increase include higher costs and currency inflation. Imported 
cigarette prices were increased by HK$1.00 (U.S. $.12), while local brands 
were increased by HK$.50 (U.S. $.06). The sharp drop and wild fluctuation in 
the local dollar finally prompted tobacco firms to announce the price 
increases. 


FRUITS AND NUTS 


WORLD commercial pistachio production for 1983 is expected to exceed 
moderately the 1982 volume due to larger crops in all producing countries 
except the United States. Pistachios are a very cyclical crop, as evidenced 
by the large production variations from year to year in most countries. 
However, in Syria, production has steadily increased since 1977. For several 
years, the Syrian Government has encouraged new plantings, and growers have 
responded because of remunerative prices. In contrast, pistachio output has 
remained fairly static in Greece even though plantings have increased 18 
percent since 1977. Greek growers have a continuing problem with poor 
pollination and cultural practices which, despite increased tree numbers, have 
prevented the industry from realizing its full, potential. 


No estimate is currently available for the 1983 Iranian pistachio 
crop: However, various sources report that the 1983 crop will surpass the 
1982 harvest of 22,500 tons (in-shell basis). 
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Pistachios: Commercial Production in Selected Countries 
(1,000 metric tons, in-shell basis) 


Country 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983* 
Greece fea ae. Za Ze 16 ou 
Iran 60.0 10.0 25.0 (Phys) 22.9 n.a. 
Italy 0.4 ew ayey eo eZ 55G 
Syria 6.9 S22 8.0 9.2 Lo Lies 
Turkey Sie 16.0 70) ZO 8.0 15.0 
United States Ley hehe! 22 6.6 20.0 Ze 

TOtake «os eye) 45.2 Giga 85a) 6503 -- 
*Preliminary 

KKHHKE 


WORLD commercial walnut production for the 1983 season is currently 
forecast at 289,790 tons (in-shell basis), down 17 percent from the 1982 
volume. The U.S. crop is expected to be the smallest since 1978 due to water 
damage from excessive winter and summer rains. Output in Europe will also be 
lower. Italy's crop is not expected to exceed the 1982 volume of 12,000 tons, 
and the French harvest will be 37 percent smaller than a year ago. Walnut 
crops in both countries were stressed by high temperatures and extremely dry 
weather during July and August. The French crop also sustained damage when 
severe storms in November 1982 uprooted trees in both the Dordogne and 
Grenoble areas. As a result of these storms, France's 1983 production 
potential was reduced by approximately 15 percent. However, industry sources 
believe some of the storm damage will be offset by new plantings in other 
areas that reached the bearing stage in 1983. 


Since 1980, walnut production in Turkey appears to have stabilized 
between 70,000 and 75,000 tons, substantially below the record 105,000 tons 
harvested in 1977. In contrast, India's annual output has steadily increased 
since 1980. The 1983 crop is expected to reach a record 20,000 tons due to 
favorable weather conditions, more bearing trees and better management 
techniques. 


Walnuts: Commercial Production in Selected Countries 
(1,000 metric tons, in-shell basis) 


Country 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983* 

France 1978 2005 218.0 10.0 F160 195 

India 1320 720 16.5 W720 18:0 20.0 

Italy 5.0 16.0 14.0 13%.0 2.0 a8) 

Turkey 90.0 9530 70.0 70.0 7520 Theme 

United States W454 188.07 7/857 204.1 226 16323 
Total... 28759 Lee) 300.2 BlAsd SAGlS 289 .8 
*Preliminary 
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Selected International Prices 


Item so Oe boelS 1986 : Change from : A year 
: : previous week : ago 


ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ $ per MI $ per bu. $ per MT $ per MT 
Wheat: 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. 206.50 Dn 62 -0- 194.00 
U.S. #No.)2?> DNSANS: S 14%r. 3 186.50 5.08 +2.50 171.00 
U.S. No. 2 DHW/HW: 13.5%... N.Q. -~ -- N.Q. 
LU SemNO. ZaSeReWts steistremiet 161.50 4.10 +1.50 100.00 
L) < chsa NO seis os HEE Dbeserbatera te ot 199200 542 -4.00 L72550 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum.. 208.00 5.66 -6.00 LS Ze00 
Feed grains: 
eOwNO. > \CLLOWSCOIN.. «Lola oU 4.10 +1.50 100.00 
WS. aNOsE Zs SOLOMEMEZ/ ences N.Q. o~ =~ N.Q. 
Feed Barley 3/...... 55 S505 N.Q. -- -- N.Q. 
Soybeans and meal: 
Us SesNGa ZaveRLOW. pate stesie. 342.00 9350 +13.50 210.00 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 298.00 -- +5.00 193.00 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal..... 217.00 ~~ +15.00 189.00 
U.S. FARM PRICES 5/ 
WNGAC iis. alcaile patel mss Poe Gelso) Bs Sy) +1.47 L219 99 
Bar leyate sic ste stem rele Hoc — slabs. Z2e2) +0.92 57.41 
Cornmeew A aaa ey rae Z. 131.88 ad oe) -0.40 19a) 
SOTGMUMNIGH.. ttstelsterstate + eters clean tL dep Se bbe wloy,/ -0.22 80.25 
Broilers /A0tsiteed ae 1168.88 -- +67.24 N.A. 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
WheatAB/ <2. .ns ahialretests 74.30 2.62 -8 .32 115.90 
Barley stole <tupesteieters caer Meee Bw as: Ler2 -2.46 100.25 
COTM cites seisveleteretars. ¢ siecrerelarene Hay 510) 1.05 -6.57 Aas hs. 
SOL GMM Gis 802, sks oGle-clore one Bie thats D710 ea7. -4.17 98.80 
Broilers, 9/ <i... och. See oaks 254.00 == -2.00 10/ 285.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 10/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 170.25 4.63 +2.35 174.70 
Bread wheat (min. quality) 186.90 5.09 +2.26 192.95 
Barley and all 
other feedeqrains.... <0) 9l/0.25 -- +2.35 Lay OC 
Broilers Li/ ci.rtels oe ctor Soe AA ois © 8) -- -0- 1125.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
Woedtal2/.. ak. a Wscstsis <i cee 44.60 leZal -.35 76.70 
Wheater GlGur fs ac es es cts. vie N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. 
Barley sisic’s sitebetein's oie ssiete 44 22950 “ily, Be50 67.35 
BLrOLlersgo/i cms « «a crelarsters a A | -- -1.00 10/ T9200 
Sugar, refined... 2... Sideks N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Optional delivery: Argentine Granifero sorghum. 3/ Optional 
delivery: Canadian feed barley. 4/ Optional delivery: Argentine. 5/ Based on 
selected major markets and adjusted to reflect farm prices more closely. 6/ 
Hundredweight (CWT). 7/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted average. 8/ 
Durum has a special levy. 9/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 10/ 
Reflects lower EC export subsidy-down to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 14 Sept 
83 from 22.50 ECU/100 bag set in Feb 1983. 11/ F.o.b. price for R.T.C. 
broilers at West German border. 12/ Corrective amount in ECU's: Oct. -5, Nov. 
-8, and Dec. -10. Jan. zero. N.Q.=Not quoted. N.A.=None authorized. Note: 
Sasis November delivery. 
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Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA’s fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine 
— is for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, ina 
concise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news 
departments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its 
tables and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value- 

added exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas 
markets. 

If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Suscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on US. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 

Mailing Mailing 

10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $ 5.00 $10.00 

10004 COTTON (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 41.00 58.00 
GRAINS: 
ee ee 10010 WORLD GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (18 issues) 31.00 45.00 
eee ee 10011 EXPORT MARKETS FOR U:S. GRAIN (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
eee ee 10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 66.00 95.00 
ee ee 10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 45.00 
10017 SEEDS (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
ee ee | | 10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 7.00 11.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
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